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WHY IS THIS STUDY TOOL SO VALUABLE?

Recently | heard on a Christian radio station that a survey was given to people who
believed that the Scriptures were God'’s infallible Word to man. They concluded that
65% of the people in the survey had never even read the entire New Testament, much
less the entire Bible.

The Apostle Paul said to Timothy, “Until | come, devote yourself to the public reading
of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. Do not neglect your gift, which was given
you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you. Be
diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your
progress. Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do,
you will save both yourself and your hearers” (1 Timothy 4:13-16, NIV).

The Greek word for “reading” in this passage is anagnosis and means reading,
especially the public reading of Holy Scriptures. In 1 Timothy 4:13, it refers to the public
reading of the Scriptures (including the letters of the apostles) appointed to be read in
public in the New Testament worship service (Colossians 4:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:27).
The readers in the church whose duty it was to read, expound or give application to the
passage were called anagnomstai, the public readers.

“The word for ‘Scripture’ in Greek is graphe. In the New Testament this term is used
exclusively of Scripture and is used in such a way that quoting Scripture (or reading)
is understood to be the same as quoting God (See John 10:35; Romans 4:3; 9:17;
Gal. 4:30)” (Expository Dictionary of Bible Words, p.544).

“The Scriptures were formally constituted into a canon (a rule of measure that
established them as being the true Word of God). The reading of them was, along with
prayer, the chief part of the service of worship from the time of Ezra onwards. Indeed, it
seems that the reading out of the law (the Word of God) gave the motivation [and
pattern] for the first meetings for worship (in the New Testament church), where the
word of God was heard. The first Christians were Jews among Jews.” (Dictionary of
N.T. Theology, Vol.3. pgs. 485, 493).

It was always the practice of God’s people to have the Word of God read aloud in
the congregation. This is true whether it was the Old Testament or the New Testament
(Ex. 24:7; Deut. 31:11; Josh. 8:35; 2 Kings 23:2; Neh. 8:7-8; Luke 4:16; Acts 15:21; Col.
4:16; 1 Thess. 5:27). In the book of Revelation it states, “Blessed is the one who reads
the words of this prophecy (usually in the New Testament the epistles were read aloud)
and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it” (that is, the
blessing comes to those who obey and apply its words) (Rev. 1:3). There was also a
warning that what was read was not to be added to or taken away from (Rev. 22:18-19).



To illustrate the point | am trying to make, | wrote a fictitious letter to my friend Jeff and
his family.

Dear Jeff and family,

| thank God that your faith is being spoken of everywhere. You are an inspiration
to all that meet you. |long to see you and be encouraged by your faith. You are
the object of God’s love called to be His very own.

| remember you in my prayers often especially regarding the information we have
received that in December the local shopping mall will not be safe to attend. Our
reliable source tells us to beware of that place. Take heed and tell others.

| am confident that you are doing well at this time and prospering in all that you
do. Greet your wife and family for me. | pray to see you and your family very
soon.

God bless you!
Don Krow

Later, | heard that Jeff was in the hospital. He had lost a leg when an explosion went off
at the local mall and a friend with him was killed.

When | visited Jeff at the hospital | inquired, “Didn’t you get my letter, it contained a
warning about the mall?” “Yes,” he replied, “But | was too busy listening to my favorite
TV preacher to read all of it. The TV preacher had also received the letter and he didn’t
say anything about a warning.” As important as the apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor
and teacher is (Eph. 4:11-12), to depend on them instead of the Scriptures for your
guidance is like eating predigested food that has already been chewed and spit out for
you to eat. There may be some nutrition in it but it could also contain some deadly
germs (2 Peter 2:1-2). We need to learn to commit ourselves to the Scriptures first,
they contain the more sure word of prophecy, even more dependable than an audible
voice from heaven (2 Peter 1:17-19).

There is several ways that Jeff could have responded to my letter (just as there are
several ways that we can respond to the Word of God). 1. Jeff could have avoided
reading it altogether and just relied on his favorite teacher, tapes, CD’s and books to tell
him what it says. In a sense these things have replaced the Word of God as the
ultimate source in Jeff’s life. (See Acts 17:11). 2. Jeff could have read only the section
or verses of my letter that he liked, not heeding to my entire letter, missing my warning
altogether. 3. Upon reading the whole letter, Jeff could have said, “Don did not mean
December, he must have meant July because everyone shops in December for
Christmas.” This letter interferes with Jeff’'s doctrine so he is unable to receive the
warning. He goes to the mall in December and encounters the explosion. Jeff changed
the letter by bringing his own private interpretation to its meaning. His doctrine would
not allow him to see the truth of the letter. 4. Upon reading the whole letter, Jeff could



have said, “Don could not have meant | can’t go to the mall in December. It could not
be about what | do whether | go to the mall or not. He is being legalistic, he is wrong.”
Jeff test the word. He goes to the mall December 7" and 10" and nothing happens. He
returns on December 15" and is met with an explosion. He friend dies and he is
severely crippled. 5. Jeff could read all of the letter, heed to what it says and prosper
in his doing of the word (James 1:22; 2 Peter 1:4).

My suggestion is: Take the Scriptures as a whole, they were written as letters to be read
as letters (Col.4:16; 1 Thess. 5:27; Rev. 1:3, 18-19). Take advantage of the last 100
years of scholarship by reading a whole letter from many translations. Remember that
correct doctrine always leads to godliness (1 Tim. 6:3-4; Titus 1:1; 2:1). There is a
tension in the Scripture that must not be disturbed. For example, no one is saved apart
from the grace of God, without grace it leads to legalism, false grace leads to
lasciviousness, and true grace teaches to deny ungodliness (Gal. 2:21; Jude 4, Titus
2:11-12). Without all the Scriptures we will be led to wrong conclusions, resulting
in wrong doctrine.

Without instructions, boundaries and warnings there is no protection from Satan’s
deception (Hebrews 3:13). If we were in a perfect world and didn’t have what the Bible
calls “the flesh” (drawn away by our own lust), then we would not need instructions,
boundaries and warnings. But since we are in a fallen and imperfect world we must
guard our hearts, and look unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, so that we
may lay aside every weight and the sin which doth so easily beset us (Heb. 12:1-2;
Rom. 8:13).

The goal of all Biblical study is a revelation of God the Father and His Son Jesus the
Christ (Jn. 17:3; 5:39; Lk.24:27). The New Testament is a revelation of His Person.
The New Testament reveals who He is and what He looks like. For example, Jesus is
not a fornicator, adulterer, liar, thief, blasphemer, covetous person, etc. Instead of
looking at the New Testament instruction as law to be obeyed, we must look at it as
Christ to be expressed. To depend upon Christ to express Christ is the heart of New
Testament teaching (Gal. 2:20; Rom.7:24-25; 8:2). The apostles revelation of Scripture
led them to a life of faith, a life of dependence, that renounced one’s own ability and
turned to Christ and His ability. This is the life of grace, this is the life of faith.

May God's blessing be upon you as you seek not the black and white letter of His book,
but His Spirit behind the letter of His book. The Word was God, and the Word is God,
the revelation of His Person (Jn. 1:1).



IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS
FOR RIGHTLY DIVIDING GOD’S WORD OF TRUTH

Each book of the New Testament was given as a letter, to be read as a whole.
Consider each chapter & what it contains.

What is the unit of thought that each paragraph contains?

What is the unit of thought that each verse contains?

Consider the meaning of each individual word in its own context.

agrwnrE

A. You must consider (first of all) that Second Peter was written as a letter (just as you
would write a letter to your family or friends). You must consider it as a whole, as a unit,
to be understood in its whole context of thought. There is 1,559 words that fit into a
complete unit of context. The context is that which proceeds and/or follows any part of
a discourse. The context often affects the meaning of a verse.

B. A few hundred years ago this letter was divided into chapters. 2 Peter has three
chapters. | encourage you to back away and look at the unit of thought that each
chapter contains. The New Living Translation, as well as many other translations
further breaks these chapters down by supplying headings. Headings break the chapter
into units of thought or subjects. For instance, the New Living Translation has the
following headings in 2 Peter chapter one: Greetings from Peter (verses 1-2), Growing
in the Knowledge of God (verses 3-11), Paying Attention to Scripture (verses 12-21).

C. Within this last century the letter of 2 Peter was also divided into paragraphs. Some
translations divide the paragraphs differently. Before looking closely at each verse,
consider the unit of thought that is found in each paragraph. The symbol { shows you
where each paragraph begins and ends.

D. Each individual word has a meaning within its own context. For example, the word
“grace” may mean “the undeserved favor of God, the divine influence of God upon the
heart, or the free liberality of giving, etc.” The context (that which proceeds or follows

any part of a discourse) determines which definition would be appropriate.



USING VARIOUS TRANSLATIONS FOR BIBLE STUDY
By Don Krow

Although | personally adhere to the Western Text family of the Greek manuscripts,
which is the foundation for the King James Version, New King James Version, Young's
Literal Translation, Tyndale’s Bible, etc., why not use a full set of tools for our Biblical
studies? A Greek word may require several or even several dozen English words to
render it adequately. The Greek scholar A.T. Robertson points out one reason for this:
“Language was originally pictographic... Words have never gotten wholly away from the
picture stage...There is no single Greek word that has an EXACT equivalent in a single
English word” [A Beginner's Reader-Grammar for N.T. Greek].

No translation can ever hope to reproduce completely all the shades of meaning found
in the Greek New Testament. As Kenneth Wuest points out: “In a translation which
keeps to a minimum of words, that is, where one English word for instance is the
translation of one Greek word, it is impossible for the translator to bring out all the
shades of meaning in the Greek word” [Untranslatable Riches from the Greek N.T.].

This is why | have sought in the letter of 2 Peter to use the various translations and
paraphrases to help build and see a complete picture of that which the Apostle Peter
was trying to portray in his letter. The primary reason for a translation in the first place is
to help readers understand God’s Word. | have used the Authorized King James
Version as a foundational translation while using the various translations and
paraphrases as a kind of commentary on the passage. By reading various translations |
believe a person will acquire a fuller understanding of the thought and content of the
original Greek. Why not take advantage of hundreds of the most gifted scholars of
the past one hundred years communicating the same message in different
words?



INSTRUCTIONS FOR CREATING A GROUP DISCUSSION:

After you have read these instructions, continue to the next page where you will
find instructions for reading the entire book and each chapter.

As you continue to proceed you will come to a section where you will find verses
from several translations. In your group read aloud all the translations as you would a
paragraph. Read also the “additional information” provided. The “additional
information” is not meant to be an interpretation of the scripture, but rather to help you
understand more clearly the meaning of words or phrases that you may be unfamiliar
with. Remember when reading the verses to consider the context. The context is that
which proceeds and/or follows any part of a discourse. The context often affects the
meaning of a verse. As a group discuss the insights you see from the verses.

After you have read and discussed an entire chapter, which may require several
separate sessions, the leader of your group should go to the section that is called
“Questions and Answers.” The leader should read the questions to the group and ask
them to answer each question according to that which is stated in the Scriptures. This
should reinforce what you have already seen and discussed in your group discussions.

This biblical discussion program is designed to make the scriptures themselves
the final authority of one’s life. God bless you as you seek Him in the pages of the

scripture. Don Krow




